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and Lord Odo Russell's inquiries in Berlin were met with the
assertion that "no such communication had passed between the
governments."1 True though this may have been with regard to
this particular rumour, there were so many alarming symptoms
abroad that Lord Derby sought a confidential conversation with
Count Minister. He said the serious fears that agitated Europe
were not shared by Lord Odo Russell, but that he would welcome
an authoritative statement on Minister's own part. The rumours
were not to be attributed to the machinations of stock exchange
speculators, but he had heard them accounted for by the
prohibition of the export of horses and to the demands of the
German Government on Belgium.

Count Minister assured Lord Derby that he could put entire
trust in Lord Odo's assurances, and that no one wished for
peace more than Bismarck. The last war had so secured Ger-
many's frontiers and position that France had no need to fear an
attack from Germany so long as she fulfilled her obligations as a
neighbour, but so long as France dreamed of revenge so long
must Germany be prepared to defend herself, and to this end the
prohibition of the export of horses was a necessary measure.
Germany could not denude herself of horses she might need in
order that the French army might be reorganized.

Lord Derby said he had looked on the matter that way
himself.

As far as the Belgian note was concerned, Minister laid the
whole blame on the ultramontane party in Germany: it was
utterly unscrupulous, and would willingly inflame revolution
at home and war abroad; but it would not succeed in Germany
because of the sound sense of the population, and the agitation
abroad would lead to nothing because a blow against Germany
was too dangerous a game to play. Lord Derby replied that he
was glad Lord Odo Russell's views were confirmed. They were
also his, and he would write in that sense to Lord Lyons, and
added that Lord Odo Russell's recent despatch reporting a
conversation with Bismarck had greatly pleased him. He asked
Minister to thank the Chancellor, especially for his advice
concerning Russian relations, and to assure him that no one laid
greater weight on a good understanding between England and
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